7 June 1830. 
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(Ireland.) 



A 

bill 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To explain Iwo Acts of His present Majesty, for establish- 
ing an Agreement with the Governor and Company of 
the Bank of Ireland , for advancing the sum of Five 
Hundred Thousand Pounds, Irish Currency ; and for the 
better Regulation of Copartnerships of certain Bankers 
in Ireland. 



« $$]&<&&& by an Act, passed in the Parliament in Preamble. 

Ireland in the twenty-first and twenty-second years of 2«G.s. 
the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, intituled, '* 16 ' 

“ An Act for establishing a Bank by the name of The Governor 
5 “ and Company of the Bank of Ireland" it was, amongst other 

things, enacted, that from and after the passing of the said Act, it 
should not be lawful for any body politic or corporate erected or 
to be erected, other than the Corporation thereby intended to be 
created into a National Bank, or for any other persons whatsoever 
io united or to be united in Covenants or Partnerships exceeding the 
number of Six persons, to borrow, owe or take up any sum or 
sums of money on their bills or notes payable at demand, or at any 
less time time than six months from the borrowing therof, under a 
penalty or forfeiture by such persons, bodies politic or corporate, 

1 5 of treble the sum or sums so to be borrowed or taken up on such 
bill or bills, note or notes, one moiety thereof to be paid to the 
informer, and the other to the use of his said Majesty, his heirs 
and successors, to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint or 
information in any of His Majesty’s courts of record at Dublin: 
zo And whereas by another Act, passed in the first and second years 
of the reign of His present Majesty King George the Fourth, in- c» in- 
tituled, “ An Act to establish an Agreement with the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of Ireland, for advancing the sum of 
5°3- A “ Five 
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“ Five hudred thousand pounds, Irish currency, and to empower 
“ the said Governor and Company to enlarge the Capital Stock 
“ or Fund of the said Bank to Three Millions,” it was, amongst 
other things, enacted, that from and after the passing the same 
Act, it should and might be lawful for any number of persons 5 
in Ireland, united or to be united in societies or partnerships 
and residing and having their establishments or houses of business at 
any place not less than fifty miles distant from Dublin, to borrow, 
owe or take up any sum or sums of money on their bills or notes 
payable on demand, and to make and issue such notes or bills ac- 10 
cordingly payable on demand at any place in Ireland exceeding 
the distance of fifty miles from Dublin, the individuals composing 
such societies or copartnerships being liable and responsible for the 
due payment of such bills or notes, and such persons should not be 
subject or liable to any penalty for the making or issuing such bills 15 
or notes, any thing in an Act made in the Parliament of Ireland, 
holden in the twenty -first and twenty-second years of the reign of 
his late Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act for 
“ establishing a Bank by the name of The Governor and Company 
“ of the Bank of Ireland ,” to the contrary notwithstanding; pro- 20 
vided always, and it was by the now reciting Act further enacted, 
that no further or other power, privilege or authority should, pre- 
vious to the first day of January one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight, nor until after payment to the said Governor and Com- 
pany of all sum and sums of money which then were or thereafter 25 
should or might become due to them from Government, be granted 
to any copartnership or society of persons whatsoever, contrary to 
the laws then in force for establishing or regulating the Bank of 
Ireland, save and except the power of enabling such societies or 
copartnerships as aforesaid, residing and carrying on their business 30 
not less than fifty miles from Dublin, to sue and be sued in the name 
of a public officer, should Parliament thereafter think fit to grant 
such power ; and it was by the now reciting Act lastly enacted, 
that nothing therein contained should extend or be construed to 
extend to authorize any persons exceeding six in number, or any 3^ 
bodies politic or corporate, residing or having their establishments 
or house of business within the distance of fifty miles from Dubliji, 

-to make or issue any bill or bills of exchange, or any promissory 
note or notes, contrary to the provisions of the said in part recited 
Act of the twenty-first and twenty-second years of the reign of King 
6G.4.C.72. George the Third: And whereas by an Act passed in the sixth 
year of the reign of His said present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act 
for the better regulation of Copartnerships of certain Bankers in 
Ireland, reciting the lastly hereinbefore recited Act made and 
passed in the first and second years of His said present Majesty’s 
reign, and that it was expedient that the said last recited Act should 

be 
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be altered and amended, it was, amongst other things, enacted, that 
from and after the passing of the said Act of the sixth year of 
His said present Majesty’s reign, it should and might be lawful for 
any number of persons united or to be united in any society or co- 
5 partnership in I reland , consisting of more than six in number, and not 
having the establishments or houses of business of such society or 
copartnerships at any place or places less than fifty miles distant 
from Dublin, to carry on the trade and business of Bankers in like 
manner as copartnerships of bankers consisting of not more than 
10 six in number might lawfully do, and to borrow, owe, or take up 
any sum or sums of money on their bills or notes payable on 
demand, or at any time after date, or after sight, and to make and 
issue such notes or bills accordingly at any place in Ireland ex- 
ceeding the distance of fifty miles from Dublin, all the individuals 
15 composing such societies or copartnerships being liable and re- 
sponsible for the due payment of all such bills or notes in manner 
thereinafter provided, any thing contained in the said Act made in 
the Parliament of Ireland in the twenty -first and twenty-second 
years of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third 
20 hereinbefore recited, or in the hereinbefore recited Act of the first 
and second years of His present Majesty’s reign, or in any other 
Act or Acts, or any law usage or custom to the contrary in anywise 
notwithstanding ; and it was by the same Act further enacted, that 
it should and might be lawful for any such society or copartner- 
25 ship from time to time to have employ or appoint any agent or 
agents to do or transact on behalf of any such society or copart- 
nership all such business matters and things as such society or co- 
partnership might lawfully do, and as were not contrary to any Act 
or Acts then in force, and to the provisions of the now reciting Act j 
30 provided always, and it was by the same Act further enacted, that 
nothing therein contained should extend or be construed to extend 
to enable or authorize any such society or copartnership, either 
by any member or members thereof, or by their agent or any other 
person on behalf of any such society or copartnership, to pay, 
35 issue, or re-issue at Dublin, or within fifty miles thereof, any bill or 
note of such society or copartnership which should be payable to 
bearer on demand, or any bank post bill, nor to draw upon any 
partner or agent who might be resident in Dublin, or within fifty 
miles thereof, any bill of exchange which should be payable on 
40 demand, or which should be for less amount than fifty pounds, nor 
to borrow, owe, or take up in England or in Dublin, or within 
fifty miles thereof, any sum or sums of money on any promissory 
note or bill of any such society or copartnership payable on 
demand, or at any less time than six months from the borrowing 
thereof, or to make or issue any bill or bills of exchange or pro- 
missory note or notes of any such society or copartnership con- 
trary to the provisions of the said recited Act of the twenty-first 
5 ° 3 ’ and 
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and twenty-second years of the reign of King George the Third, or 
of the first and second years of the reign of His present Majesty, 
save as aforesaid, save as provided by the now reciting Act in that 
behalf; provided always, and it was by the now reciting Act 
further enacted, that nothing contained in that Act or any other 5 
Act or Acts should extend or be construed to prevent any person 
or persons whatever, whether resident in Great Britain or Ireland, 
from being or becoming a member or members of any such society 
or copartnership in Ireland as aforesaid, or from being or becoming 
a subscriber and contributor or subscribers and contributors to 10 
the stock and capital of any such society or copartnership, 
and that any such society or copartnership which should or might 
have been formed or begun to be formed under or by virtue of the 
provisions contained in the hereinbefore recited Acts of the first and 
second years, and an Act therein recited made and passed in the 15 
fifth year of the reign of His present Majesty, and of which any 
person or persons should be or should become a member or members, 
or to which any such person or persons should become a subscriber 
or subscribers or contributor or contributors as aforesaid, should 
be or be deemed and taken to all intents and purposes to be a 20 
society or copartnership of persons united in Ireland within the 
true intent and meaning of the now reciting Act, any thing in the 
now reciting Act, or in any other Act or Acts, or any law, usage 
or custom to the contrary notwithstanding ; provided always, and 
it was by the now reciting Act lastly enacted, that nothing in the 25 
said now reciting Act contained should be construed to prevent 
any such society or copartnership from doing any act matter or 
thing which but for the express provision of the now reciting Act 
they would by law be entitled to do : 

And whereas it hath been doubted whether such Banking Socie- 30 
ties or Copartnerships, consisting of more than Six in number, 
already created or to be created, and not having their establishments 
or houses of business not less than Ffty miles late Irish measurement 
from Dublin, might lawfully pay in Dublin their notes or bills pay- 
able to bearer on demand, for the purpose of withdrawing the same 35 
from circulation in Dublin, or within Ffty miles late Irish measure- 
ment thereof; and it is expedient that such doubt should be re- 
moved ; 

! 5 e it therefore Cnacteh, and also Declared, by The KING’s 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 40 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT 
it is and shall be lawful for any number of persons united or to be 
united in any Society or Copartnership in Ireland, as in and by 
the said Acts or either of them is mentioned or provided, consisting 

of 
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of more than Six in number, and not having the establishments 
or houses of business of such Society or Copartnership at any place 
or places less than fifty miles of the late Irish measurement distant 
from Dublin, to pay in Dublin for the purpose of withdrawing them 
5 from circulation in Dublin, or within fifty miles of the late Irish 
measurement thereof, by any bankers, agents or correspondents, or 
any other person or persons on behalf of such Society or Copart- 
nership, whether such bankers, agents, correspondents or other 
person or persons shall be members or a member of such 
io Society or Copartnership, any bills and notes of such Society or 
Copartnership made payable to bearer on demand, yet so never- 
theless that all such bills and notes so paid in Dublin and with- 
drawn from circulation as aforesaid, may be reissued at the place 
where such bills or notes were originally issued : Provided always, 
15 That such bills or notes are and shall be originally issued and 
made payable at some place or places specified in such bills or 
notes, exceeding the distance of fifty miles of the late Irish measure- 
ment from Dublin, and not elsewhere, and shall not be reissued 
within fifty miles of the last Irish measurement of Dublin. 

20 And be it further Enacted and Declared, That no persons united 
in any such Society or Copartnerhips as aforesaid in Ireland, for the 
purposes aforesaid, and consisting of more than six in number, are 
or shall, individually or collectively, be subject or liable to any 
penalty for or on account of the payment in Dublin, in the manner 
25 aforesaid of any such bills or notes, as it is by this Act declared 
may be lawfully paid in Dublin, and which may have been so paid 
before the passing of this Act. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, Thai nothing in this 
Act contained shall extend or be construed to extend to enable or 
g 0 authorize any such Society or Copartnership, either by any member 
or members thereof, or by their agent or any other person on behalf 
of such Society or Copartnership, to issue or reissue, nor to exempt 
such Society or Copartnership from any penalties to which they may 
now be liable for having issued or reissued at Dublin, or within fifty 
miles thereof of the late Irish measurement, any bill or note of such 
Society or Copartnership payable to bearer on demand, or any 
bank post bill, nor to draw upon any partner or agent who may be 
resident in Dublin, or within fifty miles of the late Irish measurement 
thereof, nor to exempt such Societies or Copartnerships from any 
penalties to which they may now be liable for having already drawn 
any bill ot exchange payable to bearer on demand, or which shall 
be for less amount than fifty pounds. 

5 ° 3 * B Provided 
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Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That nothing in this 
Act contained shall extend or be construed to extend to authorize 
and empower any such Societies or Copartnerships to borrow, owe 
or take up, nor to exempt any such Societies or Copartnerships from 
any penalties they are now liable to for having borrowed, owed or 5 
taken up, in England or in Dublin , or within fifty miles of the late 
Irish measurement thereof, any sum or sums of money on any pro- 
missory note or bill of any such Society or Copartnership payable 
on demand, or at any less time than six months from the borrowing 
thereof, nor to make or issue any bill or bills of exchange or pro- 10 
missory note or notes of such Society or Copartnership, contrary to 
the provisions of the said recited Acts of the twenty-first and twenty- 
second years of the reign of King Geokge the Third, save as provided 
by the said recited Acts of the first and second and sixth years of 
the reign of King George the Fourth, and by this Act. 15 



Aa not to Provided also, and be it further Enacted and Declared, That 
prejudice pre- 

fent Powers nothing in this Act contained shall extend or be construed to extend 
an ers ' to abridge or prejudice or to put any construction on the said recited 
Acts or any of them, tending to abridge or prejudice any powers or 
privileges which any such Societies or Copartnerships are authorized 20 
and entitled to use or exercise under or by virtue of the hereinbefore 
recited Acts or any of them, save and except that no such Societies 
or Copartnerships are or shall be considered as authorized or em- 
powered by the said recited Acts, or any of them, to issue or re-issue 
any notes made payable to bearer on demand in Dubliti, or at any 25 
place within fifty miles of the late Irish measurement thereof. 



e Geo. 4. AND whereas by the said recited Act passed in the sixth year of 

the reign of His present Majesty, it was amongst other things further 
enacted, that between the Twenty-fifth day of March in any year 
and the Twenty-fifth day of March following, an account or return 30 
should be made out by the secretary or some other officer of every 
such society or copartnership, and should be signed by such secre- 
tary or other officer, and should be verified by the oath of snch 
officer taken before any Justice of the peace (and which oath any 
Justice of the Peace was thereby authorized and empowered to admi- 35 
nister) according to the form contained in the Schedule, Number 1, 
to that Act annexed, and in every such account or return there 
should be set forth the true name or firm of such society or copart- 
nership, and also the names and places of abode of all the partners 
concerned or engaged in such society or copartnership, as the same 40 
respectively appear on the books of such society or copartnership, 
and the firm and name of and every bank or banks established or to be 
established by such society or copartnership, and also the names of 
two or more individuals of such society or copartnership who should 

be 
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be resident in , Ireland, each and every of whom should respectively 
he considered as a public officer of such society or copartnership, 
and the title of office or other description of every such individual 
respectively the name of any one of whom such society or co- 
5 partnership should sue and be sued as thereinafter provided, and also 
le name of every town and place where any such bills or notes should 
be issued by any such society or copartnership, or by any agent or 
agents of any snob society or copartnership ; and every such account 
or return should be produced at the Stamp Office in Dublin and an 
to entry and registry thereof should be made in a book or books to be 
kept for that purpose at the said Stamp Office by some person or 
persons to be appointed for that purpose by the Commissioners of 
Stamp Duties ; and if, after the passing of that Act, any such so- 
c “*y or “partnership should omit or neglect to deliver at the Stamp 
5 Office in Dublin such account and return as was by that Act required 
such society or copartnership should, for each and every week they 
should so neglect to make such account and return, forfeit the sum 
of Five hundred pounds: And it was further enacted, that when- 
ever any entry and registry of the firm or name of any such society 
“ or copartnership should be made at the Stamp Office in manner 
aloresaid, at any time between the twenty-fifth day of March in 
any year and the twenty-fifth day March following, a certificate of 
such entry or registry should be granted by tne said Commissioners 
ot Stamps, or by some person deputed and authorized by the said 
25 Commissioners for that purpose, to the society or copartnership by 
or on whose oehalf such entry or registry should be made, and such 
certificate should be written on vellum, parchment or paper duly 
stamped with a stamp required by law for certificates to be taken 
out yearly by any banker or bankers in Ireland, and a separate and 
30 distinct certificate on a separate piece of vellum, parchment or paper, 
with a separate and distinct stamp, should be granted for and in respect 
of every town and place where any such bill or note should be 
issued by any such society or “partnership, or by any agent or 
agents for or 0.1 account of such society or copartnership, and 
35 every such certificate should specify the proper firm, style, title or 
name of such society or copartnership under which such notes 
were to be issued, and also the name of the town or place, or the 
several towns or places where such notes were to be issued, and the 
Christian and surname and place of abode and title of office or 
4 o Other description of the several individuals named respectively as 
the public officers of such society or copartnership, in the name of 
any one of „ ho m such society or copartnership should sue and be 
sued ; and every certificate should be dated on the day on which the 
same should be granted, and should have effect and continue in force 
from the day of the date thereof until the twenty-fifth day of March 
following, both inclusive, and no longer, and should be sufficient 

509 . 
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evidence of the appointment and authority of such public officers 
respectively : And whereas by the said last recited Act no pro- 
vision is made for adding to the registry between the twenty-fifth 
of March in any year and the twenty-fifth March in the succeed- 
ing year, the name or names of any additional public officer or 
public officers, or of any additional place or places where such 5 
societies or copartnerships may establish a bank or banks, or issue 
the bills or notes thereby authorized; BE it therefore further 
Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, it shall 
and may be lawful to and for such Societies or Copartnerships 
from time to time, and at any times between the twenty-fifth 10 
day of March in any year and the twenty-fifth day of March 
in the succeeding year, to make out upon oath, and cause to be 
delivered to the Commissioners of Stamps, in manner mentioned 
in the said last recited Act of the sixth year of the reign of King 
George the Fourth, a further Account or Return or further Ac- 15 
counts or Returns, according to the form contained in the Sche- 
dule, marked (A.) to this Act annexed, of the name or names of 
any person or persons who shall have been nominated or appointed 
a new or additional public officer or public officers of such Society 
or Copartnership, or of the name of any new or additional town or 2 o 
towns, place or places where such bills or notes are or are intended 
to be issued, and where the same are to be made payable, or of 
both or either of the above matters together or separately; and 
such further Accounts or Returns shall from time to time be filed 
and kept and entered and registered at the Stamp Office in Dublin, 25 
in like manner as is by the said Act of the sixth year of the reign 
of King George the Fourth required with respect to the origi- 
nal or annual Account or Return thereby directed to be made, and 
that thereupon an additional certificate or additional certificates of 
such Account and Return or Accounts and Returns shall be granted 30 
by the persons, and in the same manner and upon the same stamps, 
and containing the same particulars as in the said recited Act of 
the sixth year of the reign of His present Majesty particularly men- 
tioned ; and which additional certificate or certificates shall have 
effect and continue in force from the day of the date thereof until 35 
the twenty-fifth day of March following and no longer, and shall be 
sufficient evidence of the appointment and authority of the public 
officers respectively. 

And be it further Enacted, That a copy of any such Account or 
Return so filed or kept and registered at the Stamp Office, as by 
the said recited Act of the sixth year of the reign of His present 
Majesty and by this Act is directed, and which copy shall be certi- 
fied to be a true copy under the hand or hands of one or more of 
the Commissioners of Stamps, or other officer or officers of the 

Stamp 
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Stamp Office in London or Dublin for the time being, upon proof 
made that such certificate has been signed with the handwriting 
of the person or persons making the same, and whom it shall not 
be necessary to prove to be a Commissioner or Commissioners, 
5 officer or officers, shall in all proceedings civil or criminal, and in 
all cases whatsoever, be received in evidence as proof of the ap- 
pointment and authority of the public officers named in such 
Account or Return, and also of the fact that all persons named 
therein as members of such Society or Copartnership were members 
io thereof at the date of such Account or Return. 



And be it further Enacted, That the said Commmissioners of g™,™*™- 
Stamps, or other officers of the Stomp Office for the time being, ” 
shall and they are hereby required, upon application made to them 
■5 by any person or persons requiring a copy, certified according to 
this Act, of any such Account or Return as aforesaid, in order that 
the same may be produced in evidence, or for any other purpose to 
dehver to the person or persons so applying for the same, such cer- 
tified copy, he she or they paying for the same the sum of Ten 
shillings and no more. 

20 



AND whereas doubts have arisen as to the mode and times at 
which the Societies or Copartnerships authorized by the said recited 
Act of the sixth of Gf.okoi the Fourth, by the terms of the said Act 
are required to make a return or account of the Sales and Transfers of 

2 5 their Shares i BE it therefore further Enacted and Declared, That it 

is and shall be the true intent and meaning of the said recited Act of 
the sixth year of the reign of King George the Fourth, that such 
Societies and Copartnerships are not and shall not be liable or obliged 
to make any return or account to the Stamp Office in Dublin of any 
30 sale or transfer of their Shares, which shall take place between the 
twenty-fifth of March in any year, and the twenty-fifth of March in 
the succeeding year; but the said Societies or Copartnerships shall 
only be liable and obliged to make an account or return to the 
Stamp Office in Dublin once in every year, in the manner and 
containing the particulars in the said Act mentioned. 
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SCHEDULE (A.) 



RETURN or ACCOUNT to be entered at the Stamp Office 
in Dublin, on behalf of [ name the Society or Copartnership ] 
in pursuance of an Act passed in the year of 

the Reign of King George the Fourth, intituled [insert the 
Title of this Act ] — videlicet, 

NAMES of any and every new or additional Public Officer of the 
said Society or Copartnership ; videlicet, 

A. B. in the room of C. D. deceased or removed, or in ad- 
dition to C. D. and E. F. [as the case may be, set forth 
every name . ] 

NAMES of any additional Town or Place, or Towns or Places, 
where Bills or Notes are to be issued, and where the same are to 
be made payable : 

[Set forth the names.] 

A. B. of Secretary [or, other 

officer] of the above-named Society or Copartnership, 
maketh Oath and saith. That the above doth contain the 
Name and Place of Abode of every Person who hath be- 
come or been appointed a Public Officer of the above 
Society or Copartnership since the registry [or, last account 
or return] of the said Society or Copartnership, on the 
day of last, as 

the same respectively appear on the books of the said 
Society or Copartnership, and to the best of the informa- 
tion, knowledge and belief of this Deponent. 

Sworn before me, the day of 

in the county of 

C.D. 

Justice of the Peace in and for 
the said County. 
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